
One Green Ridge Road 
Pittsford, New York 14534-2408 
February 13, 1996 

Mr. William R. Allen 
35 Mill Road 
Rhinebeck, New York 12572-2506 

Dear Bill: 

Last fall I saw a truck up at the farm which I didn't recognize. I thought it was the State 
Forester. However, about a month ago I received a letter from Gerald Smith from the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey Office, Westport. He has the job of doing a complete 
soil survey of Essex County and he sent me a copy of his findings on the tree farm. 
(About two years ago I received a letter asking permission to do this on my property. I 
gave it, requesting a copy of the results. I had completely forgotten about it, but obviously 
he had not.) 

In essence (on our side of the lake) he characterized almost all of the soil as "low lime." 
In a few spots he said that the soil was very deep with acid metamorphic rock underlying 
it, and again, that was only in a few places. Generally, the comment about acidity was not 
mentioned. 

As I was concerned about the acidity, I wrote him as follows: 

[It appears to me] the implication is that the underlying rock structure 
of the area is not alkaline - therefore it is probably acid. I presume 
that this does not bode well for the future of Eagle Lake, which 
presently is still on the alkaline side. On the other hand, there could 
be other minerals in the soil and rock which could compensate for this. 
Any comments? 

I recently received a very nice note from him in which he said: 

Generally speaking, most of the bedrock geol. in area is acid meta­
igneous, however, to my surprise, there are bands of marble directly 
adjacent to Eagle L. & in vicinity (highlighted in blue on enclosed 
Geol. map). These bands of marble bedrock may not only influence 
overlying surface deposits but the marble itself will provide buffering 
capacity for Eagle L. & any other surface waters w/marble in 
watershed. 

(The underlining is his.) 
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Bill Allen, et al - 2 - February 13, 1996 

I had copies of his map made together with a copy of the "key" and enclose them 
herewith. I felt that this is good news which you would like to have. 

c: 

/.smcei~ 

//i~CjJ 
Robert C. Stevens 

_~ ______ ~ .... ~ 1'" ..... 

Pete Buechner ~$::.t':.rt'~\ 
Lloyd Burroughs 
Wendy Davis 
John DiPofi 
Bill Knauss 
Dianne Tiedemann 
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